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2021 YEAR IN REVIEW

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Happy New Year! As we ring out the old, and ring in the 

new, here is a look back at moments large and small that made 

up 2021 at International Bird Rescue. 

During the past year, we faced three significant crises 

together. I am proud of our team and how they responded – 

and incredibly grateful for your support through it all.

First, we managed operations through the collective crisis 

our world is facing - the COVID-19 Pandemic. Working with 

a skeleton staff and reduced levels of volunteers to minimize 

Covid risks, we nevertheless kept our clinic doors open every 

day of the year, serving patients with the same high level of 

skill and compassion for which Bird Rescue is known. In July 

we rescued over 3,000 hatching seabirds in Long Beach 

Harbor, preserving an entire generation of a nesting colony. 

Our tiniest patient in that rescue, and our 2021 Patient of the 

Year, nicknamed Little Mike after his rescuer, weighed in at 

only 60 grams upon arrival. In October, we mobilized our Los 

Angeles wildlife center for the Huntington Beach Oil Spill. 

We come to the end of the year, having rescued more 

than 6,200 wild birds, and assisted an additional 4,500 birds 

through our Bird HelpLine. That’s more than 10,000 wild lives 

saved or made better through your support! Countless more 

have been helped through our work in the realms of research 

and response. 

You helped make all this - and so much more - possible 

through your generous support. We are profoundly grateful.

As we step forward into 2022, we do so confidently with 

your support. While we can’t predict the inevitable challenges 

that lie ahead, I am grateful that your support will enable us to 

face them. 

With best wishes for a very Happy New Year.

JD Bergeron

CEO, International Bird Rescue

2021 Patient of the Year, 

“Little Mike”
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January
50th Anniversary Mascot
Laysan Albatrosses are very long-lived birds, and there 
are many alive today that hatched back in 1971, the year 
of our founding. Like the albatross, we thrive in turbulent 
environments. Our 50 years of experience have taught us how 
to adapt to any situation, whether an oil spill, an entangled fish 
hook, or a hungry chick fallen from the nest.

February
March

Future Generations 
11 years after release, Brown Pelican “A93” was sighted 
in March 2021 raising chicks in the Channel Islands. Back 
when we first knew him, his future wasn’t quite so bright, 
but careful rehabilitation gave him a second chance. 
Most importantly, he is part of a breeding population, 
perpetuating the next generation of pelicans.

Baby Bird Season 
Spring brings an annual influx of baby birds at both 
of our California wildlife centers. During Baby Bird 
Season we care for hundreds of baby chicks, and 
even eggs, each year. The Killdeer chick pictured 
here was transferred from the Wildlife Center of 
Silicon Valley to our clinic in Fairfield. It arrived 
dehydrated and quiet but perked up quickly with 
fluids and a warm incubator.

May

Rare Patients 
From time to time, we see unusual patients 
like this Rhinoceros Auklet, a close relative of 
the puffin. It was entangled in a fishing net and 
transferred to us for treatment by Peninsula 
Humane Society & SPCA. Rhinoceros Auklets get 
their name from the horn that grows at the top 
of their bill. These horns are fluorescent under UV 
light, and scientists theorize this coloration might 
help them when foraging underwater, in mate 
selection, or visiting their colonies at night.

Groovy 
Gathering 
International Bird Rescue’s 
50th Anniversary was 
celebrated with a retro 70’s 
vibe at our Groovy Gathering. 
Supporters from around 
the globe joined our virtual 
gathering for a look back at 
half a century of responding to 
wildlife in crisis.

Meanwhile, our team raised 
a clutch of orphaned 
mergansers. These feisty chicks 
required a specialized diet and 
care as they learned to hunt for 
food.
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June

November
Bird HelpLine
Our Bird HelpLine, staffed by a highly trained team of 
volunteers, reached a milestone as we responded to 
over 4,500 calls this year assisting concerned citizens 
in the care of injured, ill, and orphaned birds.

October
Oil Spill 
Response
In October, we mobilized 
for the Huntington Beach 
oil spill.
Here Isabel Luevano, left, 
and Meagan Hofmeister, 
both of International Bird 
Rescue, pre-treat an oiled 
Western Grebe before 
washing the bird at the 
Los Angeles Wildlife 
Center. 
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Spotlight on 
Research 
In June we concluded a year-long 
research study with our East Coast 
colleagues at Tri-State Bird Rescue 
and Research, investigating the 
use of sedation to reduce stress in 
oiled birds while they are washed. 
Preliminary results showed that 
sedated birds do great, and recover 
well from the sedatives.

Seabird Rescue 
A major wildlife crisis emerged in July, 
as newly hatched seabirds began falling 
from their nesting area on a barge, 
into the chilly waters of Long Beach 
Harbor. Rescue efforts ultimately saved 
more than 3,000 Elegant Terns. In a 
remarkable sign of hope, the marked and 
banded terns have now been spotted 
flying free as far north as San Francisco, 
and as far south as Costa Rica!July

September
Partnerships
A team from Audubon Canyon Ranch visited our San Francisco Bay-Delta 
Wildlife Center to fit Great Egrets with solar-powered GPS trackers to 
follow the birds’ travels after release. Not only does this partnership allow 
us to aid in important habitat conservation research, it also helps us learn 
how our patients behave post-release.
At our Alaska Wildlife Response Center in Anchorage, our Senior Director 
of Response and Preparedness Services, Barbara Callahan, provided 
a facility tour for the U.S. Coast Guard, Sector Anchorage, and their 
counterparts from the Russian Federation Marine Rescue Service, as part 
of their 43rd Joint Planning Group meeting for pollution preparedness and 
response cooperation in the Bering and Chukchi Seas.

August
Readiness 
This August, Bird Rescue’s 
Response Services Manager, 
Michelle Bellizzi, presented an 
in-person training in Portland, 
OR. This was Bird Rescue’s 
first in-person training and drill 
participation since the onset 
of COVID-19. Exercises like this 
with our partner, Clean Rivers 
Cooperative, help ensure that we 
are prepared to respond to an 
oiled wildlife event in the Pacific 
Northwest.  

Meanwhile, in our clinic, three 
threatened Western Snowy 
Plovers raised from hatching 
were released back to the wild.
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December

This December both clinics had a puzzling influx 
of Northern Fulmars. So far in December, we 
have admitted 43 live fulmars between our two 
centers, most from Mendocino, with a few from 
points south in Santa Cruz, Monterey, and Los 
Angeles counties. As we move into 2022, we will 
be working with California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW) to investigate the reasons 
this species has these infrequent but repeated 
stranding events.

SAVE THE DATE
Awards Ceremony and Benefit

MAY 3, 2022

Onward Into 2022 
We LOVE this incredible shot of blue-banded 
Brown Pelican E80. This former patient was 
spotted recently in San Pedro, CA. This bird was 
originally in our care back in July of 2011. She was 
found oiled and transferred to us by our friends at 
Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network and spent 26 
days in our care. We are overjoyed to see her still 
alive and well over 10 years post-release! 

Your 2021 Impact

• Ongoing staff and volunteer training resulting in 
highly skilled care for birds in crisis year round.

• Innovation put into practice saving an entire 
nesting colony of seabirds.

• Compassionate volunteers helping 4,500 
callers through the Bird HelpLine.

• More than 6,200 seabirds rescued!

Your support did all of this and more.

Thank you!


